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PARENT/GUARDIAN: KEEP THIS RECORD FOR YOUR FILES 

MINIMUM CRITERIA FOR FIRST GRADE PROMOTION TO SECOND GRADE 

AT METROWEST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

Student will be reading at a DRA level 10 with 90% accuracy by the end of the first semester and DRA level 16 with 90% 

accuracy by the end of the year 

Student will be able to write 3 strong sentences with a capital letter and punctuation at the end of a sentence (period, question 

mark, exclamation point)  

Student will know ABC order to the first letter 

Student will be able to identify names and sounds of long and short vowels in printed words 

Student will be able to identify names and sounds of consonants 

Student will be able to identify sounds of blends and digraphs 

Student will be able to read the K-1 sight words with 80% accuracy in isolation or connected text 

Student will be score at least 16 out of 20 points on the Write From the Beginning Assessment test 

Student will be able to score 70% or better on the supplemental mid-year and final math assessment 

READING 

The student… 

 uses basic elements of phonetic analysis (ex., segments single syllable words into sounds, substitutes, adds, deletes sounds orally in a word 

given to create new words and blends 3-5 sounds to form words) 

 recognizes the sounds of r-controlled letter-sound relationships, i. e. ir 

 decodes words from common word families and decodes base words and inflectional endings 

 uses self-correction when student misreads 

 identifies common, irregular words, compound words and contractions 

 recognizes  high frequency words. 

 locates the title, table of contents, names of author and illustrator, glossary, and index. 

 distinguishes informational text (e.g. store sign, stop sign, and recipe) from entertaining text (e.g. song, poem). 

 uses letter-sound knowledge to decode regular words quickly and accurately in isolation and in context. 

 adjusts reading rate based on purpose, text difficulty, form, and style. 

 uses new vocabulary that is introduced and taught directly. 

 listens to, reads, and discusses familiar and challenging texts. 

 uses context clues. 

 categorizes key vocabulary and identifies important features 

 relates new vocabulary to what he/she already knows. 

 identifies and sorts common words into categories and identifies antonyms and synonyms. 

 uses meaning of individual words to predicts meaning of unknown compound words. 

 determines the correct meaning of words with multiple meanings in context. 

 determines meanings of unfamiliar words by using a beginning dictionary, illustrations, and digital tools. 

 identifies a title, subheadings, captions, and illustrations and uses them to make predictions, and establish a purpose for reading. 

 uses what they know and the supporting details from text to verify the accuracy of information presented in read selection. 

 retells the main idea or essential message. 

 identifies supporting details. 

 distinguishes fact from fiction and cause from effect. 

 arranges events in sequence. 

 identifies the text structure an author uses (e.g. compare/contrast, cause/effect, sequence of events). 

 identifies the author’s purpose for writing and ask clarifying (e.g. how, why) if meaning is unclear. 

 self monitors comprehension and rereads when necessary. 

 identifies various literary forms (e.g. stories, poems, fables, legends, picture books). 

 retell the main events (beginning , middle and end) in a story. 

 identifies the characters and settings in a story. 

 identifies rhyme, rhythm, alliteration (e.g. serpent silently slithered along), and patterned structures in poems. 

 responds to various literary selections (e.g. nursery rhymes, fairy tales), identifying the character(s), setting,a nd sequence of events and 

making a personal and social connection and comparing among multiple texts. 

 selects age and ability appropriate fiction materials to read, based on interest and teacher recommendations, to begin a core base of 

knowledge. 

 locates specific information using organizational features such as directions, graphs, charts, signs, and captions in informational text. 
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 selects age and ability appropriate nonfiction materials to read, based on interest and teacher recommendations, to begin a core base of 

knowledge. 

 organizes information found in nonfiction text through charting, listing, mapping, or summarizing. 

MATHEMATICS 

ALGEBRA 

The student… 

 models addition and subtraction situations using the concepts of “part-whole,” “adding to,” “taking away from,” “comparing,” and 

“missing addend.” 

 identifies, describes, and applies addition and subtraction as inverse operations. 

 creates and uses increasingly sophisticated strategies, and uses properties such as Commutative, Associative, and Additive Identity, 

to add whole numbers. 

 uses counting strategies, number patterns, and models as a means for solving basic addition and subtraction fact problems. 

 compares and orders whole numbers to at least 100. 

 represents two digit numbers in terms of tens and ones. 

 orders counting numbers, compares their relative magnitudes, and represents numbers on a number line. 

 extends repeating and growing patterns, fills in missing terms, and justifies reasoning. 

 uses mathematical reasoning and beginning understanding of tens and ones, including the use of invented strategies to solve two-digit 

addition and subtraction problems. 

 solves routine and non-routine problems by acting them out, using manipulatives, and drawing diagrams. 

GEOMETRY 

The student… 

 Uses appropriate vocabulary to compare shapes according to attributes and properties such as number and lengths of sides and 

number of vertices. 

 Composes and decomposes plane and solid figures, including making predictions about them to build an understanding of part-whole 

relationships and properties of shapes. 

 Measures by using iterations of a unit and counts the unit measures by grouping units. 

 Compares and orders objects according to descriptors of length, weight, and capacity. 

 

 

Ideas for helping your child at home 

Language Arts 

 Take your child to the library to get a library card and choose books.  Take him/her to choose books on a regular basis.  Read aloud to your 

child every day.  Give your child books and magazines as gifts. 

 Read a story with your child playing “word tag”.  You read some words, then tap your child’s shoulder for him/her to begin reading.  Your 

child will tap your shoulder when it is time for you to read. 

 Read a page with “skip reading”.  You read one word and your child reads the next word.  Continue to the end of the page. 

 Set up a home message board.  Write a message to your child every day.   Provide writing materials for your child. 

Mathematics 

 Sort objects into groups of 2s, 5s and 10s.  Practice counting orally. 

 Ask your child to help you sort change.  Play store and have your child count various amounts of money and make change. 

 Have your child make a monthly family calendar of events. 

 Use concrete materials to compare fractions (ex., one-half, one-third, one-fourth).  Use real-life situations with your child using cookies, 

pizza, etc. 

 


